
Arbor Ridge 6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 2019-2020 
Sixth Grade Language Arts, Ms. Sabharwal 

There are two main parts to this assignment and a bonus assignment for extra credit.  Read 

through all instructions before starting.  This will be your first reading grade in 6th grade.   

 

Assignment Due Date: Monday, August 19th, 2019 
 

 All rising 6th graders are required to read two books from the book lists at their 
appropriate reading level.                                                                                                                                                         

  One book must be a novel from the Sunshine State Young Reader Award Books list 
provided.  

 One book must be a work of nonfiction from the nonfiction book list provided.                                       
Choose books you have not read before. 

  
Sunshine State Young Reader Award Book Assignment 

PART ONE: 
Directions: Choose one book from the list on the next page.  *Books are available from local bookstores or 
from amazon.com.  Read the book carefully, taking notes on important events and characters as they occur 
in the book.  After you read the book, you must complete one activity from the choice board below.  Be as 
creative as you can.  The sky is the limit! *Please turn in your project on time. Let me know how I can help 
you!!!!! 

Create a board game about the events 
and characters in your book, complete 
with game pieces (tokens), game board 
and instructions for playing the game.  
Title, Author and Genre of book should 
be written on your board game.  

Create a cereal box book. Cover an empty cereal 
box with construction paper.  
1.  Front – “Cereal Name” and Theme: Choose a 
name for your cereal that is creative and relates to 
your novel.  Also, explain the book’s theme (moral 
or life lesson).  Include illustrations that make your 
box look appealing.  2. Back – Antagonist and 
Protagonist: Describe and illustrate the main 
characters.  Describe what the protagonist (main 
character) wants out of the story.  Explain at least 2 
of the protagonist’s inner traits (NOT physical 
appearance).  Give evidence of this: Harry Potter is 
brave and intelligent because he fights Voldemort 
and he gets the highest grades in the Dark Arts.  
Illustrate what the main character looks like with 
drawings or clip art.  Next, do the same for the 
antagonist (the person or force {ex: nature} the 
protagonist is fighting against).  If the force is 
nature, you will need to personify. 3. Right side: 
Label this side “ingredients” and describe in 
chronological order at least 3 events plus the climax 
of your book.  4. Left side: Label this side “Nutrition 
Facts” and write a brief summary.  5. Top: Write the 
title and author of the book and your name. 

Write a letter to the author 
sharing your thoughts and 
opinions on their novel.  The 
letter must be written in 
complete sentences with proper 
punctuation and grammar. 
Be sure your letter includes: 

 Positive points about 
the book: what you 
liked  (3-4 points) 

 Negative points about 
the book: what you 
disliked (3-4 points) 

 Specific examples to 
back up your opinions 

 Proper punctuation, 
grammar, 
paragraphing, and 
spelling 

Remember, neatness counts!   Start 
with a rough draft, and take it 
through the writing process before 
starting your final copy.  Number 
each positive reason and negative 
reason in your final copy to be sure 
you have three to four reasons 
total. 

 

 



Create a poster that illustrates the novel 
that you read.  The poster should be 
created on copy paper or a sheet of plain 
white paper.  The poster should “sell” the 
book to your audience.  Your goal is to 
share what the novel is about as well as 
recommend it successfully to your 
audience (classmates).  You must draw 
and create the poster yourself.  If you feel 
that a picture from the Internet will 
enhance your poster, you must 
document the source.  You can only use 
ONE picture from the Internet.  Do not 
use a picture of the original cover as your 
picture. 
Be sure your poster includes: 

 Neatness/Creativity 

 Enough information to 
explain your novel 

 Drawings and or 
information that cover the 
entire paper 

 Information that stays on 
topic and “sells” your novel-
makes people WANT to read 
it! 

Title, Author and Genre of novel  

Create a Google Slides presentation – create a 
slideshow with at 5 slides.  Each slide should be 
based on an “element of a story”.  Use your Google 
account to create your presentation using Google 
Slides.   
1. Log on to Launchpad (launchpad.ocps.net). 
2. Click on Google drive. 
3. Type your email address by entering your 
480#@students.ocps.net as your username (User 
ID) and YYYYMMDD as your password.  You may 
also save your presentation on your flash drive as a 
backup.   
3. Click the icon “+ New”. 
4. Click Google Slides and select Blank Presentation.  
5. Click the icon “share”, name your presentation 
and press save. 
6. Type my email address in the “share with others” 
box and then press done.   
My email address is smiti.sabharwal@ocps.net  
Please free to email me if you need any assistance 
with this. 

 Slide 1- Title Page: Title, Author and Genre 
of book 

 Slide 2- Setting – describe time and place 
using details   
 Slide 3- Characters – state character traits 

for main and secondary characters         
 Slide 4 Conflict – state type of conflict 

(internal/external)        

 Slide 5- Theme – state theme with text 
evidence 

Rewrite your novel as an 
illustrated children’s book.  Use 
lots of color! Neatness counts. 

 

Sunshine State Young Reader Award Book List: 
2019-2020 for Grades 6-8 

 
1. 24 Hours in Nowhere by Dusti Bowling 
2. The Adventures Guild by Zach Loren Clark 
3. All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson 
4. Box X by Dan Smith 
5. Breakout by Kate Messner 
6. Captain Superlative by J.S. Puller 
7. Elephant Secret by Eric Walters 
8. Ethan Marcus Stands Up by Michele Weber Hurwitz 
9. Greetings from Witness Protection by Jake Burt 
10. Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World by Ashley Herring Blake 
11. Knockout by K.A Holt 
12. Nightbooks by J.A White 
13. Playing Atari with Saddam Hussein by Jennifer Roy 
14. Slider by Pete Hautman 
15. Small Spaces by Katherine Arden 
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Nonfiction book Assignment  
PART TWO: 

Nonfiction Book List - Choose one book: 
1. Steve Jobs: Thinking Differently by Patricia Lakin (1020L) 
2. Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah Hopkinson (1040L)  
3. The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis (630L)  
4. Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann Petry (1000L)  
5. My Thirteenth Winter: A Memoir by Samantha Abeel (1050L)  
6. So You Want to Be President by Judith St. George (840L)  
 
Directions: Please answer ALL of the following questions about the nonfiction book you read.  Your 
responses should be in complete sentences.  You may type and print your responses or you may use 
the space provided.  If necessary, use an extra sheet of paper to continue your answers and attach 
it to your assignment.  

 Always use textual evidence to support your responses. (LAFS.6.RL.1.1)  

 Responses may be typed; neatness and legibility will count for all Language Arts grades. 

 
 
Title of your book___________________________________________________  

Author: ___________________________________________________________  

 
1. Express your personal opinion about the book. “I liked it,” or “I hated it,” or “It was okay," are not 
sufficient. Explain your reasons for liking or disliking the book. Give examples from the book that 
support your opinions. To whom would you recommend your book and why?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the central idea discussed in the book? What issues or ideas does the author explore?  
 
 
 



3. Discuss one specific passage that struck you as significant—or interesting, profound, amusing, 
illuminating, disturbing, sad...? What was memorable? Quote (word for word) the passage from your 
book. Explain why you think the passage has value and is worth remembering. Include page numbers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Why did the author write this book? Was he teaching something, describing something, trying to 
convince you of something? Some other purpose? How do you know? Give specific examples. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunshine State Book Trivia (this assignment will count as extra credit): 

Directions: On a separate piece of paper create three (3) trivia questions with answers from the book.  Please 

attach your “Book Trivia” to your summer reading assignment.                                                            

1. Provide name of book and author at top of page.                                                                                                                      

2. Create three (3) questions with answers and page number where each is found.                                                                                           

3. Choose trivia from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. 

Example:                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Book: Ghost of Graylock   Author: Dan Poblocki                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Q. For “Best Bad Movie Night,” Anna, Neil, Bree, Andy, Claire, and Gladys chose which movie to watch?                                            

A.  They chose “Whatever Happened to Baby Jane,” an old black and white movie starring Bette Davis and Joan 

Crawford.  (pg. 92)  

Happy Reading! 


